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This report summarizes the Centennial, Stambaugh-Heller & Downtown Neighborhood
Associations Focus Group conducted by the City of Redwood City team to inform the
development of the Redwood City Greater Downtown Area Plan (GDAP). This focus
group was conducted as a part of the Listening & Learning phase of the project’s
Community Engagement Strategy.

This 90-minute session was held on July 31, 2025, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the
Community Room in the Redwood City Downtown Library at 1044 Middlefield Road. It
was hosted in coordination with the Redwood City Centennial, Stambaugh-Heller &
Downtown Neighborhood Associations. The goal of the focus group was to engage
community members in the Centennial, Stambaugh-Heller & Downtown Neighborhoods to
provide them with an overview of the GDAP purpose and goals and to hear their
perspectives on opportunities and challenges within their neighborhoods as well as their
vision for the future.

The session began with a project overview presentation by City staff followed by a
discussion and listening session guided by City staff. A set of discussion questions was
used to understand participants’ experiences and elicit feedback.

The following overarching themes emerged from the listening session:

« Mobility & Access: Enhance pedestrian and bike safety (crosswalks, pedestrian bridges,

bike lanes), traffic calming, and connectivity between neighborhoods and Downtown.

« Housing: Support diverse housing (e.g. senior, low-income, transitional, people with

disabilities) and link with transportation planning.



better developer engagement for community benefits, and maintain balance between
growth and neighborhood charm.

Public Spaces, Facilities & Events: Improve the urban forest, sustain and expand
community events (e.g., Mezes Park, Courthouse Square), find opportunities for public
art, improve safety (lighting, cameras), expand open space (e.g. in Stambaugh-Heller)
and take steps to beatify the area.

Amenities: Sustain and expand community-serving amenities Downtown (e.g. more
retail, diversity of restaurants) and explore how to attain community benefits through
development activity.

Sense of Community: Creating a sense of community and civic pride is valued to help

people feel less isolated.

The focus group took place as an agenda item at a joint meeting of the Centennial,
Stambaugh-Heller & Downtown Neighborhood Associations. City of Redwood City staff
provided Neighborhood Association leadership with electronic and print promotional
materials, which the Neighborhood Associations distributed via email and in person to
residents and businesses within the respective Neighborhood Associations boundaries
requesting their participation in the focus group. The City provided dinner for attendees.

City staff facilitated the session and started the meeting asking each attendee to provide
a brief introduction about themselves and which neighborhood they’re representing. City
staff then presented an overview of the Greater Downtown Area Plan, the project timeline,
and upcoming community engagement events.

Following the presentation, the participants were divided into two groups for a discussion
and listening session with City staff on hand to guide the groups with discussion questions,
to ask follow-ups, and to take notes. Approximately 16 individuals participated in the focus

group.

The following table synthesizes and summarizes the input provided to the project team
by attendees.

Values What do you value o Public Spaces, Facilities & Events — The
most about your public library, community events, parks;
neighborhood and Courthouse Square is vibrant; pedestrianized
Downtown Redwood streets; love the redwoods and tall trees; love
City more broadly? that there are cool things to do in Redwood

City now.

¢ Neighborhoods — Neighborhoods are quaint
and have a small town feel.

e Mobility & Accessibility — Neighborhoods
are walkable to goods and services; like
separated bike lanes on Arguello.

e Sense of Community — People don’t know
their neighbors anymore; we need
to build a sense of community; we need
something to encourage civic pride and
spaces for community activities—for example,
sports bring people together.




Housing Affordability — Like that Redwood
City has a commitment to affordable housing,
hitting goals for affordable housing objectives,
no lieu fees affordable housing
Forward-Thinking — Redwood City has an
innovative reputation and is good at trying
new things—would be good to get ahead on
climate change issues.

Vision &
Opportunities

What is your vision for
the future of your
neighborhood and a
vibrant downtown?

Mobility & Access — Improve/modernize
pedestrian bridge over Woodside Road with
lights, cameras, fences, Some free parking;
implement traffic calming around parks;
improve connections between the various
segments of Broadway; bike lanes need
direction of travel arrows; need higher
visibility crosswalks; grade separate the
pedestrian crossing at Whipple over 101;
make Sequoia Station more accessibly
connected; re-institute shuttle service that
used to connect the neighborhoods to
Downtown; install better signage on parking
availability Downtown

Public Spaces, Facilities & Events — Need
for a good urban forest; lots of shade, big
trees; finding right trees to line the street and
define spaces (more illuminated trees); clean
up medians/corridor along train tracks; host
more community-sponsored events at Mezes
Park; enforce public park rules of parks (re:
smells, open hours, etc.); install safety
cameras at parks, gathering places and
streets; improve the 4th of July parade (e.g.
more vibrant, nice chalk art and booths);
continue family-friendly summer events; find a
more central location for the farmers market;
need more open space in Stambaugh-Heller
(there used to be a park where Grocery
Outlet is); don’t close the block of Hamilton
next to Courthouse Square to cars—instead
make the Chase Bank property into a park
Housing — Need more options for
homeless/unhoused; housing diversity is
important (e.g. rental, ownership, transitional
housing); need more senior housing for
people with disabilities and low income
families; it’'s important to remember that
housing and transportation are linked issues
Downtown Amenities — Would appreciate
having a Trader Joe’s Downtown; encourage
a diversity of restaurant options (e.g. cost
(casual vs. higher end), taste, etc.); need
good lodging downtown; having a mix of




services is good—there are some good
recent additions; need more retail Downtown,
especially things you can only find in
Redwood City, but also an anchor; negotiate
with developers for amenities and get them to
think about community benefits; we should
consider art as a community benefit; have
developers engage with Neighborhood
Associations.

Topic

Challenges

Question

Are there any specific

challenges you see in
your neighborhood
and/or Downtown
that, if addressed,
would improve the
quality of life?

Input Received

Mobility & Access — Visibility at crosswalks
to see pedestrians/parking in the red zone
and on corners (safety issue that is not
enforced); parking for Downtown farmers
market; street closures and navigating
buildings; biking is scary outside of some
good segments; traffic, too many cars; need
wider roads, more parking to smooth out the
traffic; bikes are okay but they need to coexist
with cars; desire for more stop signs, slow
cars and safer streets; kids on bikes without
helmets; too much focus on auto travel;
concern that cost of parking discourages
people from going Downtown; emergency
access.

Public Spaces — Parklets are inconsistent
(some are nice and some aren’t); climate is
hot—need more shade/trees.

Economic Development — vacancy in office
buildings and high end residential; lack of
investment

Housing — Concerns around displacement of
lower-income residents

Sense of Community — Crime; concern over
social isolation.




